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It was a Friday mormng of a cold and snow December day in Mlchlgan when my
husband and | woke up, 10 organlze our Iuggage to go to Brazul We had six total huge
suitcases pack with clothes and presents‘ for-all-our family and friends. We had not been
there in two yeers, for this reason we were very excited end ahxious about this trip,,
After three hours finishing tQ pack end organize eur heuse, we finally left, We--seheduie ('
a taxi tO«pick us-up at-home-and take us-te the bus station to get the bus to Detroit
airport. After two hours’drivesin the bus we arrived at-Detroit Alrport This was only the
first step of our-long journey. We waited around 2 hours’until-we: board inthe alrplane ‘
This-was a two-hour flight to Atlanta, where we were going to get our flight to Ruo. The |
airplane seat-was very small and uncomfortable, but we were glad to be goung to our
home countr);. When our plane was arriving in Atlanta andf‘,:evl_‘r’nost ready to land, the
ai"rplén’e"lénewas full and we could net land in.the expected time. We only-fanded(30
minutes later ahu our flight to Rio_ was going-to-depart in 30 minutes. We were reallytlate‘
and afraid. that we were geing io Ioée our flight. We ran like Usain Bolt to arrive in time
for our flight to Rio. We were thinking that we were going to be the last people to get on,
board if we made it. However, When we arrived in our gate, i’E v;/ays'-the most er@wd gate ‘

that | have-ever seen. We%ouldhear people-speaking Portuguese; and we could netice

that our flight was late. After some minutes waiting on the gate, a-person from the flight




company/was sayiné‘ |n the rﬁicrophone that the plane was overbooked and they :Were
loeking-for voluhtéers to stay the night in Atlanta and get the same flight in the {next
night. We volunteer ourselves-and we got a deal with fhe combany that mclt:deda$
600-bonus on-Delta, expenses for one day in Atlanta and first class the ngxt day. We
did not think twice before we accepted the deal. We were very anxious to go to Brazﬂ
but we knew that this deal would help us |n other oEportJ;nhes in the future./
Consequently, the next day we flew to Brazil very excited enjoying a lot the first class.
Thank God!! We were relief to finally arrive in Rio de Janeiro Airport. After a long time

without seeing our parents we finally met them with a lot of love, happiness, and tears in

our eyes.
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Another experience that made me grow as a person when | moved to the US
was hvmg wrthout my parents-Fhis-was the first time that | lived without them I had an
_’opportunlty to take care of my own life, do everything | wanted to do and go everyplace I
‘ \‘wanted to go wrthouttthenr consent. However, freedom has a price. When | was living
with my parents, | have everything available for‘ me such as food, money, and living. ©
Thus, | did not need to worry about important tasks that people who live alone need to
worry When I-moved-to US | have to pay bills every month, do grocery and Iaundry,
clean my house takeeareof my food and many other tasks that | never had to do !
when | was-living W|th my parents. Although nobody I|kes tb do these duties, they are
important responsibilities that you need to do by yourself “You only will tearn-this - when
you.are living by your own. Living alone for the first time.in anew cuIture and country

A5

and without my parents, made this learning experience even more compllcated- and
difficult for me. S:ome’rlmee even simple tasks and choices were complex for me,
because | did not know what would be better for me to-do. Since‘ the distance between
my parents and | was huge, | could not get advice on my choices that | had to make.
Even simple decisions that | had to make were difficult, for example, what type of food |

would buy for dinner. | had a lot of opi‘nions from them for everything | used to do. This

was good in a certain way because | could base my choices on what they think.




However, it made me dependent on them that even to decide between two shirts was a
difficult task for me. Therefore, living alone in'the US made me more independent and

mature.



